
efforts to keep it under 1.5°C
above pre-industrial levels —
and set the tone for the political
discussions. At the current levels
of emissions, the world is way off
the mark from the Paris Agree-
ment goals, and according to the
United Nations Environment
Programme, headed for 2.7°C
warming. 

The World Meteorological
Organisation on May 15 warned
that there is a 66% chance that
annual global surface tempera-

Chaudhary, a resident of The-
bhay village under Parbatta
block, adding the incident hap-
pened at around 5.30pm.

The bridge, the foundation of
which was laid by chief minister
Nitish Kumar in 2014, was
scheduled to be inaugurated by
the end of 2023 after repeatedly
deferred deadlines, a senior offi-
cial said, requesting anonymity.

Talking to reporters, Bihar’s
additional chief secretary of road
construction department Prat-

yay Amrit said a team of Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT),
Roorkee was asked to look into
the reasons behind last year’s
collapse. “There is a fault in the
design of the bridge. After we
received a report from IIT, Roor-
kee on the collapse of one seg-
ment, we got 54 spans demol-
ished,” Amrit said. “Now, we are
looking into the reason behind
the collapse of another segment
and take suitable action.”

Chief minister Nitish Kumar

BARMER:  A 30-year-old man in
Rajasthan’s Barmer district has
been booked for allegedly killing
his wife and four children before
fleeing on Saturday, police said
on Sunday. Police initially sus-
pected suicide as the woman was
found hanging and the bodies of
her kids – three girls and a boy –
were found inside a steel drum
inside their house in Baniyawas
village under Mandali police sta-
tion area. However, the woman’s
father alleged harassment and
assault by her husband,
Jetharam Meghwal, after which
he was booked for murder and
other provisions of IPC.

The woman was identified as
Urmila Meghwal (27). “The bod-
ies were recovered on Saturday
after local residents approached
police,” Kamlesh Gehlot, station
house officer said. HTC

RAJ MAN HELD 
FOR KILLING WIFE, 
4 CHILDREN: COPS

said strict action would be taken
against those responsible for the
collapse. He asked the additional
chief secretary to conduct a
high-level inquiry, officials said.

The opposition BJP took a dig
at the chief minister, saying the
incident “demonstrated the Nit-
ish model of development”.
“Money being spent for develop-
ment under Nitish regime is
going down the drain,” said state
BJP chief Samrat Chaudhary,
who is also from Khagaria.  

Subhash Pathak

subhash.pathak@htlive.com

PATNA:  An under-construction
bridge on the Ganga river con-
necting Bhagalpur with Kha-
garia in Bihar collapsed on Sun-
day. One person reportedly went
missing, officials said.

Being constructed at an esti-
mated cost of ₹1,710.77 crore, at
least two spans of the four-lane
Aguwani Ghat-Sultanganj bridge
sank in the river. This is second
time that the bridge constructed
for Bihar Rajya Pul Nirman
Nigam Ltd (BRPNNL) by SP Sin-
gla Construction Ltd has caved
in. In April last year, a portion of
the bridge collapsed near Sultan-
ganj, allegedly under the impact
of a storm and rains that lashed
the area earlier in the night.

Khagaria district magistrate
Amit Kumar Pandey said the
subdivisional magistrate along
with local officials and police
personnel have reached the spot
to take stock of the situation.
“One guard is reported to have
gone missing after the incident.
We are verifying it,” Pandey said.

The bridge is located about
35km west from Bhagalpur. This
time, the Khagaria side of the
bridge collapsed, said Arbind

Under-construction bridge 
on Ganga collapses, 1 missing

The bridge connected Bhagalpur with Khagaria in Bihar. ANI

HT Correspondent 

letters@hindustantimes.com

UDAIPUR:  The principal of a
government school was arrested
on Saturday for allegedly sexu-
ally assaulting at least six of his
students, in Rajasthan’s Dungar-
pur district, police said on Sun-
day. The survivors are students
of Class 4,5,6 and aged between
9-12 years, police said.

The accused, Ramesh Chan-
dra Katara (55), has been booked
under various sections  of Pro-
tection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (Pocso Act), and
sections 376 (punishment for
rape) and 363 (punishment for
kidnapping) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), investigating officer,
deputy superintendent of police
Rakesh Sharma said.  

Dungarpur superintendent of
police (SP) Kundan Kawaria said
the matter was reported by the
girls’ family on May 31. “The stu-
dents alleged that Katara called
them to the school  during sum-
mer vacation on the pretext of
extracurricular activities and
raped them,” the complaint said.

The girls’ family members
also met the district collector. 

The victims’ medical exami-
nation have been conducted and
their statements recorded,
DSP Sharma said. The accused
was remanded to one-day police
custody on Saturday.  

PRINCIPAL BOOKED 
FOR RAPING GIRLS 
IN RAJASTHAN

to the 1 degree rise in global tem-
peratures due to historical carbon
emissions. These events are pro-
jected to intensify since the com-
mitments from nations are insuffi-
cient to keep the temperature rise
from hitting 1.5 degrees by 2040 
and 2 degrees between 2040 and 
2060. While we are reeling under
the impacts of that 1 degree, the 
grave impacts of doubling that is 
difficult to visualise for me. This is
not somewhere far in the future...
Most of us living now will face 
doubling of the global tempera-
tures in a few decades. This is also
a scenario where the cumulative 
actions of a handful of developed 
nations have brought permanent 
climate havoc in the lives of all 
other nations. This is a climate war
where everyone is losing.

How will the El Niño impact 
India this year?

Events like an El Niño — warm
water phenomenon in the Pacific
with global climate implications
— can sometimes amplify the 
impacts of climate change. Usu-
ally, an El Niño starts brewing in
the Pacific during summer and 
reaches peak intensity by winter.
This year, global models are 
expecting El Niño to be in place 
by June. During El Niño events, 
the monsoon winds are slow to 
pick up, and are relatively 
weaker. An El Niño during the 
current monsoon season means a
delayed onset and deficit rainfall.
Forecasts from the India Meteor-
ological Department already indi-
cate dry conditions over north-
west and central India. El Niño is
becoming stronger as ocean tem-
peratures rise. The relationship 
between El Niño and the mon-
soon is also changing with time, 
and we need to be watchful of 
these intricate interactions. A def-
icit in the total amount of rainfall
during El Niño does not mean 
that we are safe from heavy rains.

Heavy rains over a few days still 
occur during short-term episodes
when the monsoon winds carry 
additional moisture evaporated 
from the warm ocean waters.

As a climate scientist, how 
do you feel when politicians 
globally do not respond to 
crisis adequately?

The climate crisis is the end of
the world for many underprivi-
leged with low adaptive capacity, 
and for many species of flora and 
fauna... I am ashamed that the 
global commitments and invest-
ments are insufficient to save these
lives. We have been negotiating for
decades, without transformative 
decisions. At the same time, I am 
optimistic about the power of peo-
ple. I see that communities and 
local leaders are taking up the cli-
mate challenge. 

What are your expectations 
from the climate meeting at 
Bonn and the annual sum-
mit later in the year? 

The Bonn meeting is supposed
to lay the groundwork for the 28th
Conference of Parties in Dubai in 
December. The number 28 indi-
cates that we were well aware of 
the climate challenges and knew 
that we should cut down carbon 
emissions, but have been negotiat-
ing for the past three decades. The
annual meetings put climate sci-
entists and most of their recom-
mendations in the back seat. As 
policymakers debate, there is slow
progress in terms of climate 
action, but there are no transform-
ative binding decisions that can 
address the climate crisis. I would
like to see immediate technology 
development and transfer that can
help reduce emissions and 
embrace sustainable development
on a global scale.

What is your take on the 
impacts of climate change?

All the data and science that I
have show the graphs going up 
with red colours, indicating rising
temperatures and extremes. I feel
anxious to show them since many
perceive this as painting a scary 
end-of-the-world picture. This is 
but reality. Knowing these num-
bers and taking precautions can 
save lives. Climate anxiety might 
be a factor to consider, but climate
crisis is a harsh reality that we 
have to deal with. 

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The climate crisis 
could spell the end of the world for
many underprivileged, who have 
low capacity to adapt to the 
changes. The fact that all climate 
indicators are in the red makes cli-
mate scientists like Roxy Mathew
Koll anxious about sharing them.
Climate meetings like the one that
starts on Monday in Germany’s 
Bonn put climate scientists and 
most of their recommendations in
the back seat, said Koll, who is a 
climate scientist at the Indian 
Institute of Tropical Meteorology.
Edited excerpts from an interview:

We experienced a mild sum-
mer but parts of eastern 
India saw extreme tempera-
tures in April, and 11 in Navi 
Mumbai died due to heat. 
How do you think India is 
impacted by climate crisis?

As more data surfaces, we see
that climate change is accelerating
at a fast pace, throwing off 
extreme weather events one after
the other. This is faster than what
we thought earlier. South Asia has
become the poster child of climate
change. The entire region, not just
India, is witnessing a clear trend in
rising heatwaves, floods, land-
slides, droughts and cyclones. This
is already affecting the food, water,
and energy security of the region. 
The 2022 heatwaves were record-
breaking. We saw the warmest 
February. India is now capable of 
monitoring and forecasting many
of the extreme weather events 
though there are several emerging
challenges due to climate change.
Investigation of recent weather-re-
lated disasters show that forecasts,
basic precautions, disaster man-
agement, and policies can reduce 
the number of deaths. India is 
growing at a fast pace. Amid the 
challenges, this presents us with 
an opportunity to learn and disas-
ter-proof ourselves for a climate 
resilient, sustainable future.

The World Meteorological 
Organisation has forecast 
that we are likely to cross the 
1.5 degrees threshold in the 
next five years, at least tem-
porarily. How will that 
impact India?

The steadfast rise in severe
weather extremes are in response

{ INTERVIEW }  ROXY MATHEW KOLL, CLIMATE SCIENTIST AT IITM

‘Climate crisis accelerating 
at faster pace than expected’

reductions or limiting warming
to 1.5°C; discussions around fos-
sil fuel phase-out and on that we
need to see real action and not
just a text readout. COP28 needs
to make the Loss and Damage
fund a reality and third shifting
action on climate finance.”
UAE’s presidency of the COP28,
however, has cast a cloud over
the deliberations after 130 law-
makers from the European
Union and US seeking the
removal of oil executive Sultan
Al Jaber as the president.  

In a joint letter addressed to
UN , European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen,
and US President Joe Biden, the
lawmakers called for the UAE to
withdraw Jaber’s appointment
as his position as an oil executive
risked “undermining the negoti-
ations”, the Financial Times
reported on May 24. 

ture will temporarily exceed
1.5°C above pre-industrial levels
for at least one of the next five
years.  In the backdrop of these
projections, the COP28 Global
Stocktake (GST) has to not only
inform the wide gap in emis-
sions reductions needed glo-
bally, but also get political con-
sensus to put the world back on
track for Paris Agreement. 

Midway between last Decem-
ber’s COP27 and COP28 sched-
uled for November, experts said
the Bonn climate talks will deter-
mine what finds its way to
COP28’s decision text.  During a
briefing last week, Tom Evans,
Policy Advisor in E3G’s Climate
Diplomacy and Geopolitics pro-
gramme said, “We already know
that at COP28, we need a deal to
get global climate action back on
track… there are three key areas.
First, on driving down emissions

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  A two-week meet-
ing, critical for setting the cli-
mate agenda for November’s UN
Climate Change Conference
(COP28) in UAE, will begin in
Bonn, Germany, on Monday,
June 5, celebrated as the World
Environment Day.  The Bonn
meeting is expected to lay the
groundwork for a strong out-
come on climate crisis this year
as the world inches closer to
breaching the critical 1.5°Celsius
goal of the Paris Agreement. 

At the meeting, the global cli-
mate community is expected to
end technical discussions on the
Global Stocktake — the process
for reviewing the implementa-
tion of the Paris Agreement and
its goal of keeping global warm-
ing to well below 2°C and pursue

Key climate talks to begin in Bonn today
THE BONN MEET IS 
EXPECTED TO LAY 
GROUNDWORK 
FOR A STRONG 
OUTCOME ON 
CLIMATE CRISIS 
THIS YEAR

DELHI ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION
Viniyamak Bhawan, C-Block, Shivalik
Malviya Nagar, New Delhi-110 017

Website: www.derc.gov.in
Telefax: +91-11-26673608, +91-11-41080417

PUBLIC NOTICE
1) In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 181

read with Section 61 (h) and Section 86 (1) (e) of
theElectricity Act 2003 (Act 36 of 2003), Regulation
16 of DERC (Net Metering), Regulations 2014 and
all other powers enabling it in this behalf, the Delhi
Electricity Regulatory Commission (DERC) has
prepared the DERC (Net Metering for Renewable
Energy) (First Amendment) Regulations, 2023.

2) The said Draft Regulations are available on the
website of the Commission http://derc.gov.in/

3) The stakeholders are requested to forward their
comments and suggestions on the said Draft
Regulations to the Commission, latest by 5.00 PM
on 26.06.2023. The suggestions/comments may
be forwarded to Secretary, DERC either by post or
through email to secyderc@nic.in

Dated: 26.05.2023

DIP/SHABDARTH/CLASSIFIED/0068/23-24 Secretary (DERC)

Public Works Department
Sector-19, North Block, Naya Raipur (C.G.)

E-Procurement Tender Notice
E-mail : tenders-pwd.cg@gov.in

NIT No. 085/TC/EinC/PWD/2023-24 Dated : 25.05.2023
The Engineer-in-Chief, Public Works Department on behalf

of Governor of Chhattisgarh invites percentage rate bids
on electronic tendering system under RCPLWE RRP-III in the
district of Kanker & Kondagaon for Construction & up-gradation
of 5 Bridges with estimated cost amounting Rs. 1492.92 Lacs
including their maintenance for five years from the contractors
registered with unified registration system (e-registration) in
Chhattisgarh. Non registered bidders may submit bid; however the
successful bidder must get registered in appropriate class under
“Unified Registration System (e-Registration) of Chhattisgarh
before signing the agreement.

The bid document shall be available to bidders online free
of cost and should be submitted online e-procurement system
of government of Chhattisgarh in https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in.
Bids form will be available on the website from 29.05.2023 and
may be submitted up to 17:00 Hrs. on 19.06.2023.

For participating in bidding process, bidders are required to
register in the above web-site with nominal fee of Rs. 500/- to be
paid online to service provider. For submission of the bids, the
bidder is required to have a valid Digital Signature Certificate
(DSC) from authorized certifying authorities.

The bidders are required to submit (a) original bid security in
approved form and (b) original affidavit duly verified and notarized
as per clause 4.4 B (a) (ii) and 4.4 B (c) to Chief Engineer, Tender
Cell, First Floor, Nirman Bhawan, PWD, North Block, Sector-19,
Naya Raipur (C.G.) 492-002 as per provisions of bid document
through Speed/Registered post, failing which the bids shall be
declared non-responsive.

Detailed schedule of important dates may be seen on notice
board of offices and also available on website of Public Works
Department http://pwd.cg.nic.in.

Chief Engineer
(Central Tender Cell)

Office of Engineer-in-Chief
P.W.D. Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar (C.G.)G-01924/5

Government of India
Central Bureau of Investigation

(Department of Personnel & Training)
Anti-Corruption Branch, Delhi

Plot No. 5-B, 1st Floor, A & B-Wing
CGO Complex, New Delhi-110003

FORMATION OF PANEL OF CONSULTANTS FOR PAIRVI WORK
CBI is looking for retired Police Officers of the rank of Inspectors and above upto 63 years of age as
on 01.07.2023 for formation of panel of Consultants for pairvi works in various courts of Delhi. The
above panel will be valid for 2 years. The selected candidate out of above panel will be hired on merit as
Consultants on contract basis. The remuneration of retired Govt. employees will be fixed as per provisions
of Govt. of India notified by Department of Expenditure i.e. Last Pay Drawn minus Pension. The term of
appointment shall ordinarily be for an initial period not exceeding one year, which is extendable by another
one year. For more details i.e. remuneration, location, eligibility, terms and conditions etc., please visit CBI
website at (www.cbi.gov.in).
2. The duly filled application in respect of position at Delhi may be sent by Regd./Speed post to Head
of Zone (Delhi), CBI Head Quarter Building, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, Delhi-110003 in the proforma
available on the CBI website so as to reach on or before 05.00 P.M. on 19.06.2023. The applications
received after last date will be summarily rejected.

Sd/-
Supdt. of Police

CBC 32205/11/0013/2324 CBI, ACB, Delhi
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Tender
No.

Paritculars Tender
Value
(in

Lacs)

Earnest
Money
(In

Lacs)

Tender
Form
Fee

E-Tender
Submission

Date&
Time

UBN No.

19/
2023-24

Supply and Installation of
HPTLC (DTL Equipment)

148.00 2.96

1180/-

24.06.2023
2.00PM

AUJ2324G
LOB00027

1.

Supply and Installation
of DTL Equipment

202.00 4.04 AUJ2324G
LOB00028

20/
2023-24

24.06.2023
2.00PM

2.

S.
No.

1180/-

Submission of
Bid Fees,

Processing Fee
& EMD Physically

24.06.2023
12.00PM

24.06.2023
12.00PM

E-Tender
Open
Date&
Time

24.06.2023
3.00PM

24.06.2023
3.00PM

iz'kklfud [k.M ukxkSj jksM+] dMoM+] tks/kiqj ¼fiu u a- 342037½
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